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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINT, PFOR, CY, TU 

SUB J : TURKISH REFUGEES ON BRITISH BASES IN CYPRUS 

REF: A. ANKARA 092 B. ANKARA 046 

1. SEVERAL MAIOR TURKISH DAILIES IANUARY 7 CARRY STORY THAT 
FONMIN ESENBEL CALLED IN BRITISH AMBASSADOR PHILLIPS ON 
JANUARY 6 TO DISCUSS THE PLIGHT OF TURKISH REFUGEES ON THE BRITISH 
BASES IN CYPRUS. ESENBEL, IN REQUESTING A RAPID SOLUTION TO THE 
PROBLEM, WAS QUOTED AS TELLING THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR THAT THE 
PATIENCE OF TURKEY AND TURKISH PUBLIC OPINION WAS RUNNING OUT, 

AND THAT THE TREATMENT OF THESE REFUGEES AS PRISONERS- "IN 
CONTRAVENTION OF LEGAL PRINCIPLES AND ALL INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS 
AND PRACTICES '-WOULD MAKE IT DIFFICULT FOR TURKEY TO CONTINUE WITH 
ITS INTENTION TO COOPERATE WITH BRITAIN IN CYPRUS. 
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2. TWO DAILIES (CUMHURIYET AND GUNAYDIN) ALSO REPORTED THAT 
ESENBEL HAD SENT A LETTER TO BRITISH FOREIGN SECRETARY 
CALLAGHAN REIECTING DISCUSSION OF THE SUBIECT IN THE DENKTASH- 
CLERIDES TALKS, AND SAYING THAT THE MATTER WOULD ENTAIL A 
REVIEW OF TURKISH-BRITISH RELATIONS. 

3. QUOTING SOURCES IN THE BRITISH EMBASSY HERE, THE LATTER 
TWO DAILIES REPORTED THAT BETWEEN LAST JULY AND DECEMBER 24, 

18 OF THE REFUGEES ON THE BASES DIED FROM SICKNESS. MILLIYET, 
PLACING THE NUMBER OF DEATHS AT 35 BASED ON TURKISH CYPRIOT 
SOURCES, SAID TURKEY HAD ALSO TAKEN UP THE SUBJECT WITH THE 
U. N. COMMISSION ON REFUGEES. 

4. COMMENT: THE REPORTS OF ESENBEL'S MEETING WITH THE 
BRITISH AMBASSADOR APPEAR TO BE BASED ON INTENTIONAL LEAKS BY 
THE FOREIGN MINISTRY. TOGETHER WITH RECENT STATEMENTS ON THIS 
SUBJECT BY REPUBLICAN PEOPLE'S PARTY LEADER BULENT ECEVIT 

AND THE TURKS’ BOYCOTT OF THE BRITISH NEW YEAR S PARTY AND OTHER 
SOCIAL FUNCTIONS(REFTELS), THE NEWS STORIES PROBABLY ARE MEANT AS 
FURTHER PRESSURE ON THE BRITISH FOR THE RELEASE OF THE REFUGEES. 
BERGUS 
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